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Stoeckel, had approached the master in Jarvenpaa
with a request for a new work for orchestra and
had at the same time invited him to conduct this
composition and older works at a Sibelius concert
at a musical festival in the beginning of June.
The American's letter was couched in terms that
bore evidence of a personality both rarely appre-
ciative of art and noble, very different from the
type of arrogant plutocrats that popular fancy in
Europe still pictured at that time as the successful
American business man, The personality of the
man who had invited him, in conjunction with
other fortunate circumstances induced Sibelius to
cease hesitating and decide to cross the Atlantic.
He accepted the invitation and at once started on
the new work for his American friend.